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confederates,1 sacrificed the life of  demons in impenetrable
armour, and removed the distress of heaven.    (14)
All Together. Aha! a sound.

Is it thunder in the clouds ? Are mountains being powdered
by a flight of thunderbolts ? Or is the earth being torn asunder
by convulsions reverberating with tumultuous roar ? Or is it
the roaring of the sea, seething with a multitude of billows
lashed into wild fury by the wind and breaking against the
caves in the cliff of Mandara ? (15)
Well, let us see. [All step rowul.]

Pirst Soldier.  Ah! here has begun the duel with maces between the
middle Panda va, Bhimasena, furious at the dragging of Draupadi by
the hair, and the emperor Duryodhana enraged at the slaughter of
a hundred brothers.   Dvaipayana, Halayudha, Krishna, Vidura, and the
other worshipful chiefs of the Kuru and Yadu races are looking on.
Second Soldier. Bhlrna's chest, broad as a slab of burnished gold,
is struck a violent blow.    Duryodhana's muscular shoulders,
hard as the trunk of Indra's elephant, are torn open.    Weapons
cling betwixt and beside their two arms.    And with it all
there goes up the din made by the violent strokes of the
maces,   (16)
Third Soldier.  Here is the Emperor.

His crest is quivering with a skilful shake, his face and eyes
are swollen with rage, his body dwarfed as he approaches
crouching, and his hands held high aloft. The mace uplifted
in his right hand and soaked with his enemy's blood shines
like Indra's thunderbolt resting on the highest peaks of
Mount Kailasa.2 (17)

First Soldier.  Behold the Pandava with limbs besmeared with blood
. from mighty blows.

The blood gushes from his broken forehead, the points of each
shoulder are shattered; his huge chest is drenched in gore
running in streams from his wounds. Sorely wounded and
bleeding from strokes of the mace, Bhiina shines like the
mountain Meru with its boulders dyed by streams red with
minerals. (18)

Second Soldier.  He hurls the dreadful mace.    He roars as he leaps
aside; he quickly lifts his arm and parries the other's stroke.

1 Xrigarta and his brothers who took an oath to slay Arjuna but perished themselves.
z Beading doubtful.